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1. Community Need 

a. Targeted Area and Brownfields 

i) Community & Targeted Area Description:  The Central New Hampshire Regional 

Planning Commission’s (CNHRPC) region consists of 20 communities in and around New 

Hampshire’s capital of Concord. The region is part of two counties: Merrimack (18 

communities) and Hillsborough (two communities). Regionally, we have a proud industrial past 

where mills were built to take advantage of the abundant hydropower of the Merrimack, 

Contocook, and Suncook Rivers. Vibrant 19th Century villages were then formed around these 

industries and near these rivers. The communities of Boscawen, Concord, Hillsborough and 

Pittsfield, represented much of the region’s industrial base over the past 150 years. According to 

the US Census, these communities accounted for over 50%+ of the region’s manufacturing base 

in 1990, a residual but declining benefit stemming from those original industries. By 2015 that 

number atrophied to 47%. The NH Labor Market Bureau cites a 15% decline in manufacturing 

facilities between 2000 and 2015. Our local economy has shifted, and jobs have been lost but the 

former mill sites remain; vacant, underutilized, deteriorating.  

These communities are pockmarked with abandoned industrial sites and their suspect soil, 

groundwater, and sediment contamination; a lasting stigma and threat, far removed from their 

past productivity. Private investment shuns these areas due to the prominent blight and 

environmental uncertainty caused by these vacant brownfield sites. Although much of our region 

has been similarly branded, this grant focuses on areas hardest hit by loss of manufacturing. 

ii) Demographic Information & Indicators of Need: Key demographic data for the region:  
Target Areas Region NH USA 

Population (1): 56,552 115,202 1,321,069 314,107,084 

Unemployment (2): 
6% (B); 7.1% (C); 8.4% 

(H); 7.8% (P)  

6% (MC); 7.7% 

(HC) 
6.5% 5.0% 

Poverty Rate (3): 
15.8% (B); 11.7% (C); 

11.8% (H); 18.3%(P) 

9.5% (MC); 

8.6% (HC) 
8.9% 15.6% 

% Minority (1): 
1.9% (B); 8.5% (C); 

2.8% (H); 5.5% (P) 

4.9% (MC); 

9.2% (HC) 
6.2% 37.2% 

Median Household 

Income (3): 

$54,623 (B); $54,182 

(C); $55,574 (H); 

$48,672 (P) 

$65,226 (MC); 

$70,906 (HC) 
$65,986 $53,482 

Median Age (1): 
42.7 (B); 39.5 (C); 37.1 

(H); 38.6 (P)  

42.2 (MC); 39.9 

(HC) 
42 37 

Refugees 08-14 (5): 1,339 
1,348 

(CNHRPC) 
3,317 - 

Notes: 1. 2014 American Community Survey data profile on American FactFinder 

http://factfinder.census.gov/faces/tableservices/jsf/pages/productview.xhtml?pid=ACS_14_5YRDP05&src=pt; 2. Bureau of 

Labor Statistics (The Employment Situation - March 2016) http://www.bls.gov/news.release/pdf/empsit.pdf; 3. 2014 American 

Community Survey data profile American FactFinder at 

http://factfinder.census.gov/faces/tableservices/jsf/pages/productview.xhtml?pid=ACS_14_5YRDP05&src=pt; 4. Geographies 

are abbreviated as: B (Boscawen); C (Concord); H (Hillsborough); P (Pittsfield); HC (Hillsborough County); MC (Merrimack 

County); 5. State of NH Refugee statistics http://www.dhhs.nh.gov/omh/refugee/documents/ytd-1.pdf. 

As shown by data above, the target communities have higher instances of unemployment, 

poverty, and refugees than the state and counties. For example, 40% of the state’s refugees 

between 2008 and 2014 settled in Concord. Similar to the demographic shift within New 

Hampshire these communities have a higher median age than the US. With this shift comes 

http://factfinder.census.gov/faces/tableservices/jsf/pages/productview.xhtml?pid=ACS_14_5YRDP05&src=pt
http://www.bls.gov/news.release/pdf/empsit.pdf
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shrinking household sizes as householders under 44 years of age decreased 10% while the 55 to 

64 age cohort grew by 56% (ACS 2014).  During the public outreach process conducted as part 

of a recent CNHRPC regional plan update, citizens within the region (and specifically within the 

target communities) articulated that there is not enough senior housing and that seniors feel 

isolated. This suggests that there is a shortage of quality senior housing at this very moment.  

iii) Brownfields & Their Impacts:  CNHRPC’s brownfields sites include large abandoned 

mills, defunct or marginally functioning gas stations, dry cleaners, railroad sites, and tanneries. 

Most of the defunct mills and tanneries are located in the historic village centers along rivers and 

often separate the residents from the waterfront and often act as a barrier to unification of a 

centralized downtown.  There are 271 known brownfields in the 20-town region with 59% (159 

sites) located in Boscawen, Pittsfield, Hillsborough, and Concord (http://des.nh.gov/onestop/). 

Within the four communities, there are five sites of particular concern (4 are currently in the 

CNHRPC brownfields program but will require additional assessment funds).  

The Pittsfield sites include the town garage and an old cannery that immediately abuts it with a 

long industrial history. Brownfields funds were used for a Phase I Environmental Site 

Assessment (ESA) of the town garage where former/current petroleum storage tanks and 

unknown fill materials were identified. The old cannery is a vast facility with 121 storage trailers 

outside.  A Phase I ESA identified potential hazardous substances such as coal combustion 

wastes, unmarked drums, and items stored in trailers; areas of concern such as old floor drains, 

unknown fill materials, and on-site petroleum storage in numerous tanks – one with stained soils.  

These sites adjoin a Town recreational facility, and several wetlands, and occupy five acres at the 

heart of downtown Pittsfield. At best these sites are underutilized and at worst they are blight and 

pose a risk to the community, including intermingled residences and recreating children.  

Hazardous substance and hazardous building materials inventories and planning are needed as 

are phase II ESAs and clean-up planning for both Sites.  These actions would help Pittsfield 

achieve the vision of a 2011 Plan NH charrette for this area, with plans that include construction 

of infill housing, a community market, and preserve green space downtown. 

In Boscawen, the former Allied Leather tannery that also has history as a flour and grist mill has 

many issues. The dilapidated building hinders complete assessment of the property due to safety 

concerns.  A Phase I ESA completed for the property identified several areas of concern 

associated with the former industrial uses including a former bulk oil storage tank, remaining 

soap soaking tanks, floor drains/trenches, railroad spurs, former building fire debris, hazardous 

building materials, and other possible impacts for industrial operation.  A Phase II ESA is 

planned for the facility to assess the nature and extent of impacts from the industrial history, 

particularly removing and assessing the bulk storage tank that is open to the elements and likely 

releases petroleum product with every rainstorm. This site sits along the Contoocook River and 

is adjacent to several small homes, other former mill properties, a quarry, and the Hannah Dustin 

Memorial Historic site. It is also part of a larger area of town targeted for redevelopment. 

Potential for this site includes natural recreation or potential economic development once cleaned 

up. Completion of the Phase II ESA and reuse planning for this site is pending. 

Hillsborough is home to another 140+ year old mill in a state of disrepair. Amongst the 

collapsing ruins along the Contoocook River is a former textile manufacturing site impacted by 

both petroleum and hazardous contaminants related to historical operations and uncontrolled 

demolition of several former site structures. There are significantly elevated levels of polycyclic 

http://des.nh.gov/onestop/
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aromatic hydrocarbons (PAHs), heavy metals, remaining hazardous building materials (HBMs), 

and known petroleum impacts to the soil. Phase I work has been completed and Phase II work 

will need to be done. The site is bisected by a former railroad right-of-way that is currently 

owned by the State of NH that will also need a Phase I and a Phase II. Both properties will also 

need to be included in a reuse planning effort once assessment activities are completed. 

In Concord, a former industrial facility sits atop a moving plume of contamination in the middle 

of a residential neighborhood and adjacent to a regional high school. The property owner is of 

advanced age and seeks to dispose of the property though no buyer is interested due to the 

contamination. Though not currently not part of the program, the CNHRPC Brownfields 

Advisory Committee (BAC) sees it as a high priority given its location and ownership status. 

In Bradford, a former unpermitted landfill site was identified by the committee a Phase I ESA 

and Phase II ESA were completed. Polycyclic aromatic hydrocarbons (PAHs) and petroleum 

compounds were identified in two areas of the Site exceeding NHDES Soil Remediation 

Standards (SRSs). Additional delineation of the source and extent of these two impacted areas is 

warranted.  Additionally, four suspected underground storage tanks were identified during a 

ground penetrating radar (GPR) survey. It is anticipated these anomalies/tanks will be removed 

as part of a Supplemental Phase II ESA to facilitate assessment around the tanks.  

In addition to these sites, the BAC has also identified potential sites in Hopkinton, Concord, 

Hillsborough, Epsom, Pittsfield, Allenstown, and Pembroke. 

b. Welfare, Environmental & Public Health Impacts 

i) Welfare Impacts: Blight associated with brownfield sites is taking its toll on the economy 

of the target areas and on the region as well. In Pittsfield, the two sites currently in the program 

are nearly six acres of blight located downtown and adjacent to the Town swimming pond. With 

a poverty rate of 18.3%, 7.8% unemployment, and an Median Household Income of $48,672 

(lower than NH & US) this blighted areas is close to the population most at risk and least able to 

counter those risks – the poor, including children and the elderly. The Hillsborough site has a 

similar impact as it is a large property near the downtown (nearly three acres) contributing to 

high poverty (higher than NH), unemployment (higher than NH and US and low income (lower 

than NH). 

The region’s brownfields can also be a draw for illegal activity. Of the entire region’s 1,064 

arrests related to property-related crimes in 2006 and 51.2% of them were located in the three of 

the four target communities per NH State Police records (more recent data unavailable). In fact, 

an illegal drug manufacturing operation was disrupted by the DEA at one of the sites around 

2004. These abandoned or underused properties reduce nearby property values, discourage 

investment in the community, discourage upkeep and investment in the abutting properties, and 

lead to the “broken window syndrome,” negatively impacting the communities’ sense of pride 

and unity. 

Finally, the CNHRPC Regional Plan’s Fair Housing and Equity Assessment (FHEA) identified 

many people as 75 and older, paying more than 50% of one’s income for rent, minorities, single 

parents, no vehicle access, poverty, disability, and limited English proficiency as other factors 

that impact the welfare of the three target communities. These factors served as barriers to 

housing choice, and in turn, confine disadvantaged individuals to dilapidated areas further 

limiting their socio-economic wellbeing. The presence of brownfields in these areas along with 
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various other health and socio-economic conditions have collectively limited the opportunity for 

those living in the target communities. The Bradford site in particular seeks to address this issue 

by developing senior housing as part of a reuse effort. Pittsfield could benefit from infill housing 

and in Boscawen, workforce housing. 

ii) Cumulative Environmental Issues: Brownfields sites have the potential to impact a 

significant number of the region’s stressed potable water supplies thereby significantly impacting 

future economic development. The region’s major aquifers are situated adjacent to the major 

rivers in the area and underlie many of these brownfields sites (per 2000 USGS data). Of the 271 

known brownfields in the region, nearly 80% of them are located over these aquifers according 

to information from the New Hampshire Department of Environmental Services (NHDES). The 

Boscawen and Hillsborough sites currently in the program are both located along the 

Contoocook River specifically. The other active sites are near wetlands. 

NHDES records indicate that many of the brownfields identified in the region have resulted in 

groundwater contamination. The State of New Hampshire recently sued nearly every major oil 

company doing business in the state for widespread groundwater contamination associated with 

the use of MTBE in gasoline products. The lawsuit argued that MTBE contaminated much of the 

state’s fragile groundwater supply, particularly in the four southern counties of the state (which 

includes the grant service area). MTBE is cited as the primary contaminant of 18% of the state’s 

public wells and 9.1% of state’s private wells (Concord Monitor article dated 25 May, 2008). 

With all of the sites currently in the program exhibiting petroleum concerns during the Phase I 

process, this is of particular concern. 

In addition, our water quality is threatened by non-point source pollution caused by stormwater 

runoff, non-performing septic systems (public sewer is only provided to half of the communities 

in the region and only portions of those communities), undocumented point-sources (i.e. floor 

drains) and excessive road salt usage. Stormwater runs off all of the sites and is an issue in 

Hillsborough and Boscawen given the collapsing structures and exposure of any interior sources 

of contamination to the elements. Floor drains in Pittsfield’s old cannery reported discharge to 

the nearby brook and are ongoing potential pathways to surface water, the nearby Town 

swimming pond included. 

These cumulative environmental impacts are threatening the aquifers serving the municipal 

water users in Concord, Pittsfield, Hillsborough, as well as Allenstown, Pembroke, Boscawen, 

and Henniker. In addition, outside the historic village centers, many residents in the grant service 

area depend upon private bedrock or shallow overburden supply wells. These private supply 

wells are vulnerable to releases of contaminants at nearby brownfields not associated with 

village centers (industrial parks, gas stations, dry cleaners, etc.) and other sources of pollution. 

iii) Cumulative Public Health Impacts: Between 2009 and 2013 the cancer rate in the US 

was 457 cases per 100,000 while in NH it was 496.04 (http://www.cancer-rates.info/naaccr/). In 

2008 the State of New Hampshire Cancer Epidemiologist at the New Hampshire Department of 

Health and Human Services looked at several statistics for four target communities and 

compared them to the other 16 in the region. They found a 509.67 cancer rate for the 4 

communities to 487.1 for the remaining 16; a 153.1 to 146.2 cancer mortality rate; a 6.5 to 4.6 

infant mortality rate; and, nearly double the occurrence of substance abuse-related mental health 

concerns at 547.3 to 291. Although the data does not indicate a direct causal relationship, they 

suggest the communities in the region that contain the majority of the brownfields also have a 

http://www.cancer-rates.info/naaccr/
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greater incidence of major health concerns as they experienced higher results in all four 

indicators. Cancer could be due to contamination. Infant mortality and mental health concerns 

due to substance abuse may be related to poverty and declining economic opportunity likely 

associated with the closure of these manufacturing facilities and the related disincentive for 

investment in the communities. 

c. Financial Need 

i) Economic Conditions: The CNHRPC brownfields program got off to a fast start in the 

summer and fall of 2016. Phase I ESAs at four different sites in three different towns have 

identified potential contaminants and ESA findings have justified Phase II work (both for 

petroleum and hazardous materials). Proposed scopes of work for Phase II ESAs coupled with 

re-use planning activities will greatly exceed the funds limits of our first grant. The identification 

of three other priority sites in Concord, Hopkinton, and Hillsborough will also require near-term 

funding. EPA funding will be essential to move the sites (as well as other identified sites) 

forward to redevelopment and reuse due to local government financial constraints. 

Municipal and county budgets have been severely strained due to recent cost shifting from the 

State government. The State’s primary funding source for state, county, and local municipal 

budgets is property taxes. There are no NH state sales or state income tax. Therefore, local 

brownfields assessment and cleanup projects must compete for scarce dollars with line items 

such as highway, public works, or emergency funding (emergency funding has been a key line 

item in recent years due to the recent number of severe weather related events across the grant 

service area). In the past, the state provided modest funding for brownfields projects via its 

CERCLA 128(a) Brownfields State Response Grants received annually from USEPA. These 

EPA grants funded an average of $150,000 annually in brownfields assessment and cleanup 

assistance statewide, but have been exhausted. Also, increasing demand for State and Tribal 

Brownfields Assistance (CERCLA 128(a)) funding throughout the US has resulted in significant 

funding reductions formerly allocated in New England. This declining funding trend will likely 

continue into the foreseeable future. In sum, more brownfields assistance is needed. 

According to the NH Bureau of Economic Statistics, New Hampshire Department of Education 

and the New Hampshire Department of Revenue, the four targeted communities were in the top 

19% in terms of tax rate per thousand dollars of assessed value in 2014. Also, of the state aid 

given to the larger 20-community region in 2009 for public education expenses, 55% of it went 

to school districts within the four communities – on top of the nearly 50% of the local tax base 

these three communities were already spending on education services. In addition road 

maintenance costs, including maintenance due to winter and severe weather represent another 

major financial challenge. Increased storms, including Hurricane Hanna in 2008, Hurricane Earl 

in 2010, Hurricane Irene in 2011, Hurricane Sandy in 2012, Tropical Storm Andrea in 2013 and 

Hurricane Arthur in 2014 have all impacted state and local budgets due to recovery efforts. 

Like all planning commissions in the state, CNHRPC receives no direct funding from the 

legislature with the exception of a small block grant from the Office of Energy and Planning. In 

2016 this was $11,111. CNHRPC depends upon dues for 13.5% of our budget with the 

remainder coming from grants, contracts, etc. We have no sources of funds to pay for the needed 

assessment in our region.  The four target communities lack the resources for brownfield 

assessments. The State has limited funding sources for brownfields assistance to these 

communities. Without EPA assistance the CNHRPC program would not be able to continue and 

the populations in these towns will continue to be negatively impacted by brownfields.   
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ii) Economic Effects of Brownfields: Since 2005, the region has lost 25% of its 

manufacturing jobs per NH Office of Employment Security data. This has coincided with the 

loss of 10% of the region’s manufacturing businesses which has led to more brownfields in the 

region. These brownfields have caused economic distress to the target communities in several 

ways. For example, the more affluent families have left the downtown leaving just the high 

poverty and low incomes populations.  Due to this economic distress, three of the four primary 

target communities are eligible for New Market Tax Credits while the region’s remaining 17 

communities are not. According to the New Hampshire Department of Education’s data for the 

2015 school year, 30% of Boscawen students, 37% of Concord School District students, 43% of 

the Hillsborough-Deering Cooperative’s students, and 51% of the Pittsfield school district’s 

students qualified for free or reduced school lunch compared to 28% of the state’s students.  

These data suggest that children and families are under more financial duress than the rest of the 

region. 

Housing costs are also an issue in distressed communities. According to 2015 US Census ACS 

data, every community in the region experienced mortgage and rent payments that exceeded 30% 

of the monthly income. Boscawen mortgage and rent was 33% and 63%; Concord, 29% and 

44%; Hillsborough, 29% and 49%; Pittsfield 39%, and 59%, respectively – a significant problem 

for those on fixed incomes such as the elderly.  

The website www.usa.com offers additional economic and demographic information. In 2015 

Concord Tract 032200 (South Main street area) is 8.6 % minority (to NH 6.17%), has a $46,409 

Median Household Income (to NH $65,986). In Boscawen, group 038000-3 had an MHI of 

$47,813 Hillsborough 025500-2 has a MHI of $43,151, and portions of Pittsfield have a Median 

Household Income of $30,378. All of these data sources highlight that though some communities 

are well off but there are pockets of poverty (primarily in the target areas) left behind. 

The cumulative impact of brownfields is that the communities of Boscawen, Concord, 

Hillsborough and Pittsfield bear burdens that much of the rest of the region does not. In addition, 

the changing regional demographics such as aging and decreasing household size will only seek 

to exacerbate existing pressures, housing in particular.   

2. Project Description and Feasibility of Success 

a. Project Description, Timing and Implementation 

i) Project Description and Alignment with Revitalization Plans: EPA assessment funds 

awarded through this grant will be used to continue the CNHRPC brownfields assessment 

program which utilizes three qualified environmental professionals (QEP) who assist the 

Brownfields Advisory Committee (BAC) and CNHRPC staff in site inventorying, ranking, and 

selection for Phase I and Phase II Assessments; coordination outreach efforts to the community, 

owners and developers; conducting environmental assessments on high priority sites in the 

region, and conducting remediation and reuse planning on key sites.  The BAC uses the ranking 

process to establish priorities for the use of assessment funds among the candidates. It is 

anticipated that Phase II and Phase III work for two of the sites currently in the program will be 

part of this grant (hazardous and petroleum work on each) as well as Phase I ESAs at three new 

hazardous and three new petroleum sites. The above discussion anticipates a linear approach to 

the site assessment process. However, some sites may be accelerated to the Phase II and Phase 

III assessment activities if critical risks are identified or significant development interest arises 

during the grant period. 

http://www.usa.com/
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Also, CNHRPC will continue to conduct focused outreach on an ongoing basis to the real estate 

development community to vet viable reuse opportunities for the high priority sites, and work 

closely with each of the owners and developers to facilitate site transition from assessment, to 

cleanup and redevelopment.  Through effective outreach, thorough environmental assessments, 

and focused reuse and redevelopment planning, we envision our Brownfields Program creating 

community facilities and economic development opportunities in Hillsborough, mixed use 

developments in downtown Concord and Boscawen, and greenspace and commercial space, and 

infill housing in downtown Pittsfield. Furthermore, redeveloped brownfields will provide 

opportunity for affordable senior and affordable workforce housing in the four communities and 

the region as a whole, in accordance with the CNHRPC Regional Plan (www.cnhrpc.org). 

Support for regional and local plans will continue as well. Beginning in 2013, CNHRPC 

undertook an aggressive planning exercise to establish a new vision that incorporates key issues 

identified in the region. This work was a collaboration between CNHRPC, member 

municipalities and members of the community, and was funded through the Granite State Futures 

program using funding provided by the HUD Sustainable Communities Initiative.  The Central 

NH Regional Plan 2015 was drafted in 2014 and identified the key community needs as outlined 

in Section 1 including aging population, slowing growth, outmigration of young workers, threats 

to natural resources and open space, lack of affordable housing, and increased weather hazards. 

The Plan’s vision is for Central NH to be “a region that builds on what we already have - 

supporting growth and prosperity while at the same time conserving our heritage, natural 

resources, and sense of community.”  It identified recommendations for addressing the key 

community needs including “growing our own” through investment and economic opportunity; 

supporting efforts to create mixed use developments and expand affordable housing 

opportunities for a younger population and those wishing to age in place; preserving the natural 

and built environment; and protecting our region’s water resources.         

The Central/Southern NH Comprehensive Economic Development Strategy (CEDS), completed 

in 2012, articulated a desire to, among other things, capitalize on the region’s assets in furthering 

economic development. Part of this strategy is to revitalize, reuse and maximize downtowns 

across the region. This accomplishes several outcomes: improved quality of life for residents, 

environmental protection by steering development away from greenfield sites, revitalization of 

downtown, increasing jobs and increasing tax revenue while not increasing public service 

demands (roads, sewer, water, etc.).  Like the Regional Plan, the CEDS sees “smart growth” as a 

tool for local economic development and also identifies the Hillsborough mill currently in the 

CNHRPC program as one of the highest priority projects in the region. 

Finally, local community master plans advocate for a mix of economic development, 

environmental protection, and downtown revitalization as part of community goals. Smart 

growth is then built into each master plan. Pittsfield for instance, has recently updated its 

Economic Development Strategy which contains a heavy focus on downtown revitalization. It, 

along with the downtown redesign charrette completed in 2011, focuses on the reuse of the old 

cannery site and surrounding area. In Boscawen, the community has been engaged in a series of 

public outreach sessions wherein the Town has asked the community to devise a vision for a 

major portion of town. The result is that form based code which deals with reuse and 

revitalization, infill, walkability, architecture standards, and landscaping, among other things, 

will be up for vote in the near future.  
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ii) Timing and Implementation:  

(a) Contractor Procurement: CNHRPC will convene our BAC after closing out the current 

assessment grant ahead of schedule in the fall of 2017. The BAC will then advertise a request 

for qualifications to procure a QEP(s) (winter, 2017/18).  

(b) Site Inventory, Prioritization & Selection: While several sites were assessed and 

identified with the previous grant, we anticipate working with our QEPs to update the 

inventory, continuing our outreach strategy, and establishing site priorities in the winter of 

2017/18. Ranking criteria for site selection will continue to include the following (at a 

minimum): (a) level of threat to human welfare (sensitive populations in particular), (b) level 

of impairment of community welfare; (c) infrastructure access; (d) potential for facility re-

use (e) potential use as greenspace; (f) access to utilities; (g) proximity to sensitive 

environmental resources; (h) consistency of site re-development goals with local community 

development goals; (i) level of interest by owner; (j) type of ownership (private, public, 

NGO, etc.); (k) complexity of ownership issues; (l) type(s) of contaminants; and (m) zoning 

impact on redevelopment potential.  Priority will be continue to be given to sites that are 

consistent with the Regional Plan vision as well as relevance to other community plans such 

as the Concord Main Street Master Plan, the recently completed downtown redevelopment 

charrette plan in Pittsfield, the Pittsfield Economic Development plans, and the Hillsborough 

Master Plan.  

(c) Obtaining and Securing Site Access: Access agreements for existing sites have been 

secured and will be secured for any new sites in the spring of 2018. 

b. Task Description and Budget Table 

i)  Task Description:   

Task 1. Cooperative Agreement Oversight – The BAC will oversee inventory process, 

programmatic implementation of the grant, and selection of (a) QEP(s) to implement the 

assessment program. Cost is based upon 200 hours at $50 per hour per grant (grant funding for 

CNHRPC staff time only, as BAC are volunteers); 364 miles at $0.55 per mile, and $150 in 

misc. supplies. Outputs: selection of QEP(s), EPA quarterly reports, and ACRES updates.  

Task 2. Outreach & Education – Communicate and consult with local government officials, 

business leaders, community organizations (COs), other project partners, and the general public 

about brownfields, brownfields redevelopment, and the CNHRPC brownfields assessment 

program. This will include conducting workshops, publishing pamphlets and technical 

information for local government, business community and other stakeholders, and attendance at 

workshops and conferences by the BAC members and staff. The $17,450 in hazardous includes 

$2,000 per grant to cover the cost of attending two national Brownfields Conferences during the 

grant period (two people at $1,000 for airfare/lodging/per diem each), 200 hours of work at $50 

per hour per grant for staff, misc. supplies at $450, and $5,000 in QEP time (50 hours x $100 per 

hour). The only difference in petroleum will be less hours for personnel. Outputs will be 

outreach materials, meetings, and attendance at Conferences. 

Task 3. Brownfields Inventory – Identify and characterize known/potential brownfields; work 

with NHDES to include State-listed brownfields to update the CNHRPC brownfield inventory; 

and make the inventory available for public information. The BAC will review/update (if 

needed) selection criteria and select high priority sites for assessment.  Costs per grant based 

upon 40 hours at $50 for staff, 182 miles at $0.55 for travel, $100 in misc. supplies, and $4,000 
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in contractual for QEP time (40 hours x $100 per hour). The only difference in petroleum will be 

less hours for personnel. Outputs will include a list of brownfields in the region and GIS outputs. 

Task 4. Phase I ESAs –Phase I ESAs will be conducted on high priority sites selected as part of 

Task 3 in accordance with ASTM 1527-13 and EPA’s “All Appropriate Inquiry” rule.  Costs per 

grant based upon $4,500 per assessment, staff time at 60 hours x $50 per hour, 273 miles at 

$0.55 each, and $150 in misc. supplies. The only difference in petroleum will be fewer hours for 

personnel. Outputs include three hazardous substance and three petroleum Phase I ESAs. 

Task 5. Phase II Investigations and Phase III ABCAs – Phase II Investigations will be 

conducted in accordance with ASTM 1903-11 and Phase III ABCAs will be conducted in 

accordance with EPA guidelines. Costs per grant are based upon 100 hours at $50 for staff, 

272.73 miles at $0.55 each, and $150 in misc. supplies.  QEP costs assume four hazardous 

substance Phase IIs at $29,225 each and four Phase IIIs at $6,750 each, and two petroleum Phase 

IIs at $24,000 each and two Phase IIIs at $4,950 each. The only difference in petroleum will be 

less hours for personnel. Outputs will be completed Phase II and Phase III assessments. 

ii) Budget Table:  Funding from this grant will be applied to five major tasks described above. 

HAZARDOUS SUBSTANCES: 

Budget 
Categories Project Tasks 

(programmatic 
costs only) 

Task 1: 
Cooperativ
e 
Agreemen
t Oversight 

Task 2: 
Outreach 
& 
Education 

Task 3: 
Brownfields 
Inventory 

Task 4: 
Phase I 
Assessment
s 

Task 5: 
Phase II/III 
Assessmen
ts/ESAs 

Total 

Personnel $10,000  $10,000  $2,000  $3,000  $5,000  $30,000  

Travel $200  $2,000  $100  $150  $150  $2,600  

Supplies $150 $450  $100  $150  $150  $1,000  

Contractual  $0  $5,000  $4,000  $13,500 $143,900  $166,400  

Total $10,350  $17,450  $6,200  $16,800  $149,200  $200,000  

PETROLEUM: 

Budget 
Categories Project Tasks 

(programmatic 
costs only) 

Task 1: 
Cooperativ
e 
Agreemen
t Oversight 

Task 2: 
Outreach 
& 
Education 

Task 3: 
Brownfields 
Inventory 

Task 4: 
Phase I 
Assessment
s 

Task 5: 
Phase II/III 
Assessmen
ts/ESAs 

Total 

Personnel $10,000  $3,500  $1,000  $2,500  $2,500  $19,500  

Travel $200  $2,000  $100  $150  $150  $2,600  

Supplies $150 $450  $100  $150  $150  $1,000  

Contractual  $0  $5,000  $4,000  $10,000 $57,900  $76,900  

Total $10,350  $10,950  $5,200  $12,800  $60,700  $100,000  

c. Ability to Leverage  

CNHRPC will continue to leverage funding available from a variety of sources to ensure 

successful redevelopment of assessed properties including the following: 
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Economic Development Administration (EDA): Leveraging $39,916, CNHRPC and the Southern 

New Hampshire Planning Commission (SNHPC) recently completed a multi-regional CEDS in 

2012 for the area encompassing both planning commission constituent communities. Efforts in 

2017 will include adding Manchester to the area leveraging an additional $30,000 in EDA 

funding. Brownfields redevelopment opportunities will continue to be part of the CEDS and will 

enable brownfield redevelopment projects to leverage EDA funds. Two of the 32 projects from 

2012 were tied for first place with perfect scores, one of which was the Hillsborough Woods 

Woolen Mill site. The completed CEDS is available at the CNHRPC website: www.cnhrpc.org 

and it will be updated during 2017. 

NHDES: Sites inventoried and assessed under this grant will continue to leverage funds from 

programs such as the NHDES Brownfields Technical Assistance Program, NHDES Petroleum 

Fund, the MTBE Remediation Fund, the Brownfield Cleanup Revolving Loan Fund, and the NH 

Voluntary Brownfields Cleanup Program. The Technical Assistance Program primarily focuses 

on providing grants of assistance for assessments, cleanup planning, and cleanup efforts. 

NHDES has traditionally provided $100,000 to $150,000 annually for brownfields assessment, 

cleanup planning and cleanup statewide.  

Capital Region Development Council: CRDC is a non-profit regional development corporation 

that works to create new and permanent jobs and expand community property tax bases through 

private investment maintains an EPA Revolving Loan Fund for brownfields cleanup regionally.  

In-Kind Contributions: Members of the BAC will contribute labor and equipment for the project. 

The BAC, as a volunteer committee representative of the region, will have representatives with 

varying levels of experience in areas such as but not limited to economic development, legal, 

environmental, public administration and other fields. 

3. Community Engagement and Partnerships 

a. Engaging the Community 

i) Community Involvement Plan:  This section will continue to serve as a comprehensive 

outreach plan consisting of three parts that 1) address target stakeholders; 2) develop and 

distribute outreach and educational materials, and 3) implement new outreach and education 

strategies. Target stakeholders include local government leaders, community organizations, 

residents, staff and committees dealing with environmental and/or redevelopment issues. Local 

governments are further prioritized in tiers.  Priority Tier 1 consists of the four target 

communities. Priority Tier 2 consists of the eight communities with compact downtowns. 

Priority Tier 3 consists of the remaining communities in the grant service area. Other key 

stakeholders will include the private and non-profit development community, commercial 

realtors, NH General Court legislators, Chambers of Commerce, state agencies such as NHDES, 

local economic development committees, NH’s Business and Industry Association and the Local 

River Advisory Committees, the general public involved through groups that represent economic 

development or community revitalization interests, historic preservation, environmental clean-up 

or justice and smart growth.  

CNHRPC will continue to employ personal meetings with stakeholders as a way to develop the 

brownfields inventory as needed. This will continue to be done via face-to-face meetings, as 

needed, and through bi-annual Regional Brownfields Forums that will provide basic information 

about the program and when possible, demonstrate local examples of brownfields projects. A 

brownfields program webpage will continue to be maintained regularly on CNHRPC’s website 

http://www.cnhrpc.org/
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for the general public. Planning for the redevelopment of specific tracts of land will also include 

feedback from residents in the area. This will be both informal and formal in nature. Before 

redesign takes place neighbors will be consulted on a somewhat informal basis, and formally 

during the permitting process via abutter notification as required by NH State law. 

ii) Communicating Progress:  The program will continue using pamphlets, packets, other 

literature and web-based information for communicating progress. Material conveys 

redevelopment opportunities, liability, Frequently Asked Questions and a program fact sheet 

outlining what the BAC does, how it helps and how state and other brownfields programs can be 

utilized in concert with the CNHRPC program. In addition, CNHRPC uses a monthly newsletter 

to discuss the program. In the event translation services are needed, CNHRPC will work to 

accommodate those needs as well as any cultural/hearing/reading needs as they arise. Ascentria 

Care Alliance (social services facilitation and stakeholder) can provide assistance with meeting 

any accommodations that may be required. 

b. Partnerships with Government Agencies: 

i) Local/State/Tribal Environmental Authority:  The NHDES will continue to be a key 

partner in this grant as they participate in the BAC, provide technical support and review of all 

deliverables, and assist with remediation planning decisions.  Properties are referred to the State 

Voluntary Cleanup Program as well as the CRDC’s Brownfield Revolving Loan Fund program 

for cleanup as needed. 

State and local health organizations and officials are alerted as needed to any assessment work 

beginning and will have the opportunity to comment on assessment, cleanup plan and 

redevelopment proposals. They will be notified immediately in the event there is any public 

health issue that may arise during the assessment process. Health monitoring will also include 

partnering with local health officials to determine priority issues and communication to residents 

with regard to conducting health monitoring studies. 

ii) Other Governmental Partnerships:  CNHRPC has a strong relationship with EPA 

Brownfields personnel to assist us in implementing the program. EPA staff are invited to attend 

all Advisory Committee meetings, and CNHRPC personnel are in frequent contact to ensure the 

Brownfields Program is in compliance with EPA regulations. All quality-assurance 

documentation and reports will continue be submitted to the EPA for review and approval. 

c. Partnerships with Community Organizations: 

i) Community Organization Description and Role:  In addition to the numerous 

municipalities that will participate as members of the BAC the following community 

organizations will also serve on the BAC as indicated in letters of commitment included in this 

application.  

Greater Concord Chamber of Commerce: The Concord Chamber of Commerce is dedicated to 

developing economic opportunities, a strong business climate and quality of life throughout the 

region. It will continue advocating for local businesses during the process. 

Upper Merrimack River Local Advisory Council (UMRLAC): UMRLAC is an organization that 

serves as the area's advisory board on its designation in the NH Rivers Management and 

Protection Program and conducts a variety of projects and programs in the upper Merrimack 

watershed. UMRLAC will continue to protect the Merrimack River watershed. 
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Concord Area Trust for Community Housing (CATCH): CATCH Neighborhood Housing is a 

501(c)3, non-profit organization offering a full spectrum of housing services in Merrimack 

County, New Hampshire. CATCH creates opportunities for permanently affordable, quality 

housing for people otherwise not being served.  

ii) Letters of Commitment:   Letters of commitment can be found in Attachment C. 

d. Partnerships with Workforce Development Programs 

Job training will also be a benefit from the project as the New Hampshire Technical Institute 

(NHTI) will be consulted for job training resources with assessment, cleanup and redevelopment 

phases, as needed, for the life of the program. NHTI currently has a job training program and 

will be able to link and direct members of the community impacted by the project to their job 

training program. CNHRPC is fortunate in that there are very well qualified contractors and 

consultants in the local area that can implement the Brownfields Program.  While we do not have 

a local hiring ordinance, we typically utilize preference to local professionals and contractors.  

4. Project Benefits 

a. Welfare, Environmental and Public Health Benefits:  

This project will lead to the leveraging of cleanup funds which will have a significant impact 

upon the welfare, environment, and health of the target community, especially for those members 

of sensitive populations. Blight will be reduced. Dilapidated, abandoned buildings in the heart of 

once-vibrant community centers will be removed or become functional again. Criminal activity 

is expected to decline with the elimination of vacant/abandoned properties. Community pride 

will be elevated and reinvestment in the target properties, abutting properties, and greater 

community will be stimulated leading to an overall increase in the quality of life for all.  

Contact, inhalation, and indoor vapor intrusion of site contaminants can lead to numerous health 

problems, including asthma, cancer, and infant mortality. Remediation of these sites will remove 

or prevent direct contact with contaminants and improve groundwater quality decreasing the 

likelihood of health problems related to contamination. This, in turn should lower both the 

potential for cancer incidence and mortality rates in both the sensitive and general populations. 

Additionally, with a decrease in toxins, the infant mortality rate will decline as well.  

The State of New Hampshire Epidemiologist has estimated that in 2008 the four target 

communities have nearly double the occurrence of substance abuse-related mental health 

concerns than the remaining 16 communities in the region 547 to 291 incidents per 100,000. 

Given that substance abuse is often higher in areas of economic depression, crime, blight, and 

abandoned buildings (an illegal drug manufacturing operation was disrupted by the DEA at one 

of the sites around 2004) it is expected that cleaning up these sites will result in decreased 

substance abuse-related mental health concerns by 1) providing expanded economic/job 

opportunities; and, 2) reducing locations where substance abuse can take place. 

Cleanup efforts will protect drinking water supplies and surface water quality. This will be 

accomplished by remediating and redeveloping some of the 271 brownfield sites located over 

our aquifers. A decrease in MTBE and other hazardous substances will result in cleaner potable 

water for municipal sources in addition to private wells. It is anticipated that some of the 

resultant site cleanups will result in the creation of new greenspace in village centers, thereby 

reducing impervious coverage in urban/high-density areas. Cleanup and redevelopment of these 

sites will reduce the development of greenfields, reduce the creation of new trip generators by 
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providing transportation choice, and encourage sustainable development by reusing existing 

infrastructure. Additional greenspace will aid in stormwater management, reducing nonpoint 

pollution potential. Increased greenspace along with installing stormwater management systems 

that accompany site redevelopment will be vital to protecting potable water and reducing 

nonpoint pollution. 

b. Economic and Community Benefits 

Brownfields redevelopment will lead to job creation, business expansion or start-ups, and 

enhanced property values (tax revenues). The region is served by a high functioning, private, 

not-for-profit economic development corporation, CRDC. The CRDC has been a key player in 

the development and revitalization within the region and the state for decades and will be a 

valuable partner in this effort as well. CRDC administers a cleanup revolving loan fund grant and 

it is envisioned that CNHRPC’s assessment program will help to identify properties for cleanup 

under CRDC’s cleanup revolving loan fund. 

Job creation will be a vital component of the economic benefits of this proposal. For instance, the 

current Pittsfield sites and a potential Concord site are two former industrial mill brownfield sites 

in their downtown areas. Cleanup of these sites could inject upwards of 100 new jobs in each 

community given their size (near 10 acres), locations (in downtowns) and regional position 

(located on major regional road networks). Reusing these sites would also help to alleviate tax 

burden given the presence of existing infrastructure and roadways further easing the financial 

burden leading to increased spending and overall increased economic activity. 

Non-profit and charitable reuses such as affordable housing quality senior housing, community 

centers, and government uses (library, municipal offices, police/fire, etc.) are all possible reuses. 

Potential greenspace reuse could include wetland restoration/open spaces (given the number of 

brownfield sites along rivers this could be particularly attractive); recreational uses and parks; 

greenspace as part of industrial/commercial redevelopment proposals; rails-to-trails; and, open 

space on the edges of high-density village centers.  

Specifically, greenspace reuse can be employed in concert with economic reuse. Using 

Pittsfield’s downtown as an example again, a pocket park or other recreational green space is 

part of the community’s vision for the revitalized industrial area. This area encompasses Whites 

Pond, a small urban water body that is often home to swimming, skating and other recreational 

activities year-round. A park between it and a revitalized industrial area would protect wetlands, 

water quality, provide recreational opportunity in Pittsfield’s downtown resulting in a better 

quality of life and, along with the planned commercial space and housing, make the downtown 

vibrant and more attractive for additional redevelopment and investment in the area. In 

Hillsborough, the Economic Development Committee values creating a trailhead and riverfront 

park through the brownfields site. 

Like in Pittsfield, Smart Growth principals are part of most every master plan in every 

community of the region as well as the newly adopted Regional Plan. This ensures that 

greenspace, reuse, and downtown revitalization are part of each community’s vision. The 

CNHRPC brownfields program will help municipal officials and property owners with linking 

brownfields redevelopment goals to existing municipal and state-wide sustainability policies, 

regulations and principles that encourage smart growth and sustainable development, including 

preventing pollution and reducing resource consumption. The preservation or revitalization of 

vibrant mixed-use villages and downtowns is basic to CNHRPC’s vision for promoting 
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sustainable reuse of brownfields and preventing the recurrence of contamination. CNHRPC 

communities exercise a strong ethic of environmental protection, resource preservation and 

retention of green space in the countryside, villages and downtowns. This vision arises from the 

collective community development goals of the region’s 20 municipalities, and is consistent with 

the tenets of sustainable development and the State of New Hampshire’s “Ten Principles of 

Smart Growth.” Each brownfields project will be managed to address basic characteristics of 

sustainable development based on the recommendations of the “Characteristics of Sustainable 

Brownfields Projects” (EPA500-R-98-001) publication through regional/local plan compliance. 

In general, reusing infrastructure can provide two benefits to a community: 1) it keeps overall 

costs down by negating the need for expansion to accommodate growth; and, 2) it can prevent 

overburdening a system by negating a need to create new “tie ins.” Former commercial sites 

often retain water, sewer, electrical, and storm sewer lines. Reusing these facilities can result in a 

decreased need for utility expansion. Roadways and sidewalks often serve these sites as well 

given their locations at the center of once-vibrant commercial downtown areas. Like other 

utilities, allowing for the reuse of roads and sidewalks can limit the potential for sprawl and limit 

the need for expansion, both of which can keep infrastructure costs to a minimum. Lastly, by 

reusing buildings, greenspace elsewhere in a community can be protected. Protecting greenspace 

that might be developed for commercial and industrial uses will result in a healthy natural 

environment and prevent future brownfields from developing.  Using the Pittsfield industrial area 

as an example, reusing existing roads and infrastructure by revitalizing this blighted corridor is 

tax-friendly due to no need for additional infrastructure improvements and it would preserve 

green space outside of the village and improve overall downtown livability and connectivity, 

while providing a community market, jobs, and housing for seniors, workforce and professionals. 

The implementation of this grant and the subsequent revitalization of the region’s brownfields, 

most notably in our most distressed communities, will result in the implementation of all six of 

the HUD Livability Principles (LPs). At its most basic level, the Regional Plan and the CEDS are 

built around and incorporate the LPs. The Regional Plan itself was the result of a Sustainable 

Communities Grant. These plans serve as vital resources for site selection and reuse strategies. 

5. Programmatic Capability and Past Performance 

a. Audit Findings: CNHRPC has not been the subject of any adverse findings. 

b. Programmatic Capability 

CNHRPC is one of nine regional planning commissions in the State of New Hampshire, with an 

area that encompasses 20 communities.  All eligible communities are members of CNHRPC in 

FY2016. The Commission’s annual budget of approximately $750,000 is comprised of local 

dues as well as a variety of local, state and federal programs and grants.  Ranging from local 

technical assistance projects such as the preparation of local capital improvement programs 

(CIPs) and local master plan chapters to the Commission’s annual unified planning work 

program (UPWP) agreement with NHDOT, the CNHRPC staff undertake a wide variety of 

planning functions on an annual basis.  CNHRPC currently is administering an EPA brownfields 

assessment grant of $400,000 awarded in 2015.  

Matt Monahan will continue as project manager for the brownfields program. Matt is a senior 

planner who has been at CNHRPC since 2006. He manages and implements many projects at 

CNHRPC in addition to the brownfield program including economic development, and land use 

regulation development. Michael Tardiff, Executive Director will continue to provide 
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management support to the program in areas of overall administration and financial 

management. Mr. Tardiff has been with CNHRPC for over 10 years. Other key staff who will 

provide program support include staff with significant experience in transportation planning and 

development, economic development, hazard mitigation, grant administration, natural resources, 

local planning assistance, Geographic Information Systems (GIS), and data base management.  

In terms of contracting, three QEPs are being utilized for the program. It is likely that the BAC 

will continue to utilize multiple contractors as: 1) multiple projects can be done at the same time, 

2) it provides a “bullpen” of skill sets that allow for CNHRPC and the BAC to adapt to any 

situation. QEPs will continue to report to CNHRPC who reports to BAC. Utilizing multiple 

QEPs has benefitted the CNHRPC brownfields program. 

c. Measuring Environmental Results: Anticipated Outputs/Outcomes 

Outcomes for this grant are described in Section 2.a of this Narrative and include improved 

quality of life for residents, environmental protection by steering development away from 

greenfield sites, revitalization of downtown, increasing jobs and tax revenue while not increasing 

public service demands (roads, sewer, water, etc.). Outputs are in 2.b above and include:  

Task # Task Description Output 

1 Coop. Oversight Quarterly report; ACRES Info each site 

2 Outreach/Education Outreach material; meetings; conf. attend 

3 Brownfield Inventory Database; maps 

4 Phase I ESA 3 Haz ESAs; 3 Petrol ESAs 

5 Phase II ESA/ABCAs 2 Haz II's, ABCAs; 2 Petrol II's, ABCAs 

d. Past Performance and Accomplishments:  

i)  Currently or Has Ever Received an EPA Brownfields Grant 

(a) Accomplishments: Target communities: Boscawen, assessed one site (hazardous and 

petroleum funds), planned one tank removal to stop a release, final Phase I ESA draft 

pending, Phase II to begin; Hillsborough, one site assessed (hazardous), Phase II pending; 

Pittsfield assessed two sites (hazardous), Phase I ESA draft pending, Phase II to begin. 

Assessed one non-target site in Bradford: Phase I ESA done, soil sampling done, petroleum 

tanks identified and to be removed with rest of Phase II. All ACRES entries are current. 

(b) Compliance with Grant Requirements: CNHRPC was awarded $200,000 in hazardous 

and $200,000 in petroleum assessment funds in 2015. The performance period runs from 

May 2015 to June 2018. CNHRPC has successfully complied with the work plan, schedule, 

and terms and conditions completely and entirely. CNHRPC expects to expend all dollars by 

the fall of 2017 and completing the first grant performance period about nine months ahead 

of schedule. CNHRPC has successfully completed all quarterly reporting efforts on time and 

in compliance. ACRES reporting is up to date and shows that four sites have completed 

Phase I ESAs ($4,500 each). The additional funding being sought by this grant application 

will be used to complete additional assessment activities from sites included in the first grant 

(Phase II’s, reuse plans/ABCAs/Phase III) and for assessment and reuse planning for 

additional sites identified during the site inventory process during the first grant. Sites 

currently in the CNHRPC program have scopes of work that anticipate expending all 

CNHRPC funding. It is anticipated that this grant will be utilized once the first grant is 

closed out and that it will move on a similar expedited timeframe as we seek to move sites 

from both the first grant and from this second grant to cleanup and beneficial reuse. 







EMAIL ONLY 
 
December 9, 2016 
 
Michael Tardiff, Executive Director 
Central New Hampshire Regional Planning Commission 
28 Commercial Street, Suite 3 
Concord, NH  03301 
 
Subject: Central New Hampshire Regional Planning Commission 
  FY17 Proposal for EPA Brownfields Community-Wide Assessment Grant 

  State Letter of Acknowledgement and Support 
 
Dear Mr. Tardiff: 
 
The New Hampshire Department of Environmental Services (Department) hereby 
acknowledges and expresses our support for Central New Hampshire Regional Planning 
Commission’s proposal for an EPA Brownfields Community-Wide Assessment Grant.  It is the 
Department’s understanding that CNHRPC is applying for a total of $300,000 in assessment 
funds (i.e., $200,000 for hazardous substances and $100,000 for petroleum). 
 
Should your proposal be successful, the Department will commit to providing a liaison to provide 
technical support.  This assistance can include serving as a non-voting member of your advisory 
committee, helping vet proposed sites, and reviewing the various technical documents prepared 
pursuant to the grant.  While the Department cannot commit to providing specific funding for 
future work at sites addressed under this grant, the Department currently has cleanup funds 
available through its Brownfields Revolving Loan Fund in the form of low interest loans and may 
be able to make available cleanup grants contingent upon future funding. 
 
We look forward to continuing our working relationship with CNHRPC.  Please contact me 
should you have any questions. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Michael McCluskey, P.E. 
Brownfields Program 
Hazardous Waste Remediation Bureau 
Tel: (603) 271-2183 
Fax: (603) 271-2181 
Email: Michael.McCluskey@des.nh.gov 
 
ec: Matthew Monahan, CNHRPC 

Karlee Kenison, P.G., State Sites Supervisor, DES-HWRB 
Kate Emma Schlosser, P.E., DES-HWRB 

The State of New Hampshire 

DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES 
____________ 

Thomas S. Burack, Commissioner 

DES Web Site: www.des.nh.gov 
P.O. Box 95, 29 Hazen Drive, Concord, New Hampshire 03302-0095 

Telephone:  (603) 271-2908        Fax:  (603) 271-2181        TDD Access:  Relay NH 1-800-735-2964 

mailto:Michael.McCluskey@des.nh.gov








www.merrimackriver.org 

December 16, 2016 

Mr. Michael Tardiff 
Executive Director 
Central New Hampshire Regional Planning Commission 
28 Commercial St | Suite 3 
Concord, NH 03301 

Re: UMRLAC Letter of Commitment; Central New Hampshire Regional Planning Commission Brownfields 
Assessment Grant 

Dear Mr. Tardiff, 

With this letter, the Upper Merrimack River Local Advisory Committee (UMRLAC) would like to document 
its commitment and support for the Central New Hampshire Regional Planning Commission’s (CNHRPC) 
brownfield assessment program. The UMRLAC will continue to participate as a member of the Brownfield 
Advisory Committee (BAC) and will be involved in the site selection and redevelopment planning. The 
UMRLAC has, for twenty-six years, been involved with protecting the Merrimack River and its watershed. 
With years of water conservation experience, the UMRLAC is positioned uniquely to represent the river 
municipalities and offer vital feedback on water quality during the site selection and redevelopment 
planning process. There is a long history of the UMRLAC working with the CNHRPC on these issues both 
recently and in the past and we look forward to continuing this relationship into the future as a member of 
the BAC. 

Brownfields are often situated along our rivers and other vital water resources. These sites can be extremely 
detrimental to water quality, which has been the case in the central New Hampshire region. Understanding 
hydrology, as well as how rivers and riparian ecosystems function, is a unique voice at the table. The 
UMRLAC will draw on these perspectives and others as a member of the BAC. 

The Upper Merrimack River Local Advisory Committee is pleased to be an active participant and supporter 
of this valuable community and regional project. The UMRLAC looks forward to its partnership with US 
Environmental Protection Agency, CNHRPC, and other stakeholders as we work together to protect the 
natural resources in the region from brownfields-based pollution and contamination. 

Sincerely, 

Michele L. Tremblay 
Chair 
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* 20. Is the Applicant Delinquent On Any Federal Debt?  (If "Yes," provide explanation in attachment.)

* 19. Is Application Subject to Review By State Under Executive Order 12372 Process?

12/22/2016

If "Yes", provide explanation and attach 

Funding Opportunity Number:EPA-OLEM-OBLR-16-08 Received Date:Dec 22, 2016 10:25:16 AM ESTTracking Number:GRANT12309909


	OtherNarrativeAttachments_1_2-Attachments-1239-CNHRPC Transmittal Letter
	ProjectNarrativeAttachments_1_2-Attachments-1242-CNHRPC Narrative Final
	OtherNarrativeAttachments_1_2-Attachments-1238-Regional Priorities Form Other Factors Checklist
	OtherNarrativeAttachments_1_2-Attachments-1240-CEDS Award Email
	OtherNarrativeAttachments_1_2-Attachments-1241-CATCH Letter
	OtherNarrativeAttachments_1_2-Attachments-1236-UMRLAC Letter of Support
	OtherNarrativeAttachments_1_2-Attachments-1235-Concord Chamber Letter of Support
	OtherNarrativeAttachments_1_2-Attachments-1234-CNHRPC Acknowledgement Letter
	OtherNarrativeAttachments_1_2-Attachments-1237-RPC Enabling Legislation
	Form SF424_2_1-V2.1



